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are not only approved by the National Committee for Clinical Laboratory Standards, which includes standard interpretive specifications, but are also used widely and accepted in the nonclinical arena (Curiale and Levy, 1982; George and Levy, 1983; Hachler et al., 1991; Carsenti-Dellamonica et al., 2005; Koutsolioutsou et al., 2005) . Our isolates were not clinical isolates, but rather were soil isolates. As such, our isolates were not shown to be causative agents of infectious diseases. Thus, a clinical method for MIC determination was not indicated in our study. With respect to the potential pathogenicity of the isolates, however, it seems to us that simply having the reservoir of resistant organisms is highly relevant, whether they are infectious or not, because transfer of plasmids from nonpathogenic or nonvirulent strains to their pathogenic or virulent counterparts is widely documented.
